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TEXAS LOTTERY KICKS OFF YEARLONG CELEBRATION 

TO COMMEMORATE “30 YEARS OF WINNING” 

(AUSTIN) – The countdown to the Texas Lottery’s 30th anniversary is underway! As it readies to 

reach the milestone in May 2022, the Texas Lottery will host a yearlong celebration to 

commemorate “30 Years of Winning.”  

 

After the 72nd Texas Legislature approved and then-Gov. Ann Richards signed House Bill 54 into 

law, the majority of Texas voters approved the creation of the Texas Lottery on Nov. 5, 1991. At 6 

a.m. on May 29, 1992, lottery sales in Texas commenced with Gov. Richards purchasing the first 

Texas Lottery® scratch ticket, Lone Star Millions, for $1 at Polk’s Feed Store in Oak Hill. Over the 

next 24 hours, Texans purchased 23.2 million more tickets – a world record for first-day lottery 

sales.  

 

“There was tremendous excitement for the launch of the Texas Lottery, but there was no way at the 

time to predict the successes the lottery has seen over the past three decades,” said Gary Grief, 

executive director of the Texas Lottery. “Since May 1992, the Texas Lottery has achieved more than 

$113 billion in sales and distributed more than $69 billion in prizes to players. Most importantly, the 

Texas Lottery has generated more than $32 billion in revenue for the State of Texas, including more 

than $26 billion for public education and nearly $160 million for Texas veterans since the dedication 

of these funds by the Texas Legislature. We look forward to celebrating ‘30 Years of Winning’ with 

Texas Lottery players, retailers, vendor staff and Texas Lottery Commission employees, and we 

look forward to the many achievements yet to come.” 

 

“We take our mission to generate revenue for the State of Texas through the responsible 

management and sale of entertaining lottery products very seriously. The 30-year mark at the Texas 

Lottery is a major milestone and indeed worthy of a celebration,” said Robert G. Rivera, Chairman of 

the Texas Lottery Commission. “On behalf of the entire Commission, we extend our congratulations 

to our players, retailers, vendors and agency staff for the sustained success of the Texas Lottery 

achieved over such a long period of time.” 

mailto:mediarelations@lottery.state.tx.us
mailto:mediarelations@lottery.state.tx.us


TEXAS LOTTERY COMMEMORATES “30 YEARS OF WINNING”/Page 2 

Over the next year, the Texas Lottery will celebrate its history with monthly content and giveaways 

on the agency’s social media pages. In addition, the Texas Lottery will return to in-person events – 

like the State Fair of Texas – and will debut a commemorative 30th Anniversary scratch ticket game 

at Texas Lottery retailers in April 2022.  

 

Follow the Texas Lottery’s social media accounts on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube for 

updates on celebrating “30 Years of Winning” with the Texas Lottery. 

 

About the Texas Lottery  

Beginning with the first ticket sold in 1992, the Texas Lottery has generated $32 billion in revenue 

for the state and distributed $69 billion in prizes to lottery players. Since 1997, the Texas Lottery has 

contributed $26.9 billion to the Foundation School Fund, which supports public education in Texas. 

As authorized by the Texas Legislature, certain Texas Lottery revenues benefit state programs 

including the Fund for Veterans’ Assistance. Since the first veterans’ themed scratch ticket game 

was launched in 2009, the Texas Lottery has contributed more than $158 million for programs 

supporting Texas veterans. 

 
The Texas Lottery provides several entertaining games for lottery players including Powerball®, 

Mega Millions®, Lotto Texas®, All or Nothing™, Texas Two Step®, Pick 3™, Daily 4™, Cash Five® and 

scratch ticket games. For more information visit us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube or at 

www.txlottery.org. PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 

 

Editors/News Directors, note: An image of the Texas Lottery 30th Anniversary logo is attached in 

JPEG format. 
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